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Virginia Office of Emergency Medical Services Opioid Overdose Definition 
 
 
Patients with suspected opioid overdoses are often treated and/or transported by emergency medical 
services (EMS) providers. EMS providers are then required to document details of the encounter, 
including the reason the patient was seen by EMS (the primary impression), all medications given to the 
patient, and the patient’s response to any medications given. EMS patient data is submitted to the 
Virginia Pre‐Hospital Information Bridge program (Elite v3) within VDH’s Office of Emergency Medical 
Services, Division of Trauma/Critical Care.  
 

EMS incidents documented in Elite v3 are categorized as suspected opioid overdoses if any of the 

following criteria are met: 

 The provider’s primary impression (eSituation.11) is reported as a heroin overdose, the 

medication given (eMedications.03) is listed as Naloxone, and the response to the medication 

(eMedications.07) is documented as improved; or  

 the primary impression is reported as a heroin overdose and no information is available for the 

medication given; or 

 the primary impression is reported as an opioid overdose, the medication given is listed as 

Naloxone, and the response to the medication is documented as improved; or 

 the primary impression is reported as an opioid overdose and no information is available for 

medication given; or 

 the primary impression is reported as an overdose, the medication given is listed as Naloxone, 

and the response to the medication is documented as improved. 

 

The Elite v3 Data Dictionary descriptions for provider’s primary impression, medication given, and 

response to medication are shown below. 
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